Taking cognizance of increasing demands upon consulting psychologists in that direction, the Executive Committee of the Association of Consulting Psychologists last fall (1932) established a sub-committee on Psycho-therapy in conjunction with the general committee on Standardization and Training. The demand for such service is apparently wide. It is reported as evident in the middle West and on the Pacific coast, as well as in the New York metropolitan area where it was first brought to the notice of the Executive Committee. As Chairman of the Committee on Standardization and Training my attention has been forcibly drawn, in this connection, to certain lacuna in our psycho-therapeutic conceptual equipment. Accordingly, pending the publication of more detailed reports from the Rutgers psychological laboratory and clinic, it appeared advisable to present to the members of the Association, for their consideration, the preceding brief paper on such idealistic drives and psychic constellations as I have therein termed Promethean.1 Discussion with the members following the reading of the paper indicated that, in releasing it for publication in The Psychological Clinic, it should be accompanied by certain addenda. Hence these "Analytical Discriminations." It is quite evident that a number of the pioneers and leaders in clinical psychology present at the annual meeting, found the fundamental thesis of the paper in accord with their own professional ex- perience. There appears to be abundant independent confirmation of our findings and it is hoped that "Promethean constellations"
will prove a useful term.
It was suggested by one more learned in Greek language and mythology than I, that the term employed might better 'pramantha,' and which possesses the double meaning of 'Rubber' and 'Robber,' the transition to Prometheus was effected. With that, however, the prefix 'pra' caused special difficulty, so that the whole derivation was doubted by a series of authors, and was held, in part, as erroneous. ''3 Despite the fact that Kuhn's conclusions are questionable, however, and apparently because the "Pramantha" can be considered as the phallus, it serves as a text for many dreary psycho-analytic pages on "fire-boring," "onanism," "incestuous coitus," etc., all of which has completely and literally just nothing at all to do with the present concept of Promethean constellations. It is referred to at this place simply to avoid possible future confusion.
Nor is the present use of the term especially concerned with the philological fact that the word "Prometheus" is derived from "prometheia" meaning forethought. In Although we have failed to find it in the literature of modern psychology, it is quite possible that even our post-analytic confirmation of certain phases of these early generalizations (which it is customary to dismiss rather complacently as "pre-analytic") may have been anticipated and the findings somewhere published. It would indeed appear surprising if such were not the case. The facts are so very obvious. At all events, the intent of these papers is not to establish priority or in any sense to "stake out a claim." It is simply to point out certain psychological facts essential to the psychonomic understanding and adjustment of human beings to the conditions of human life. Neither are we concerned with the presentation of anything like statistical evidence for the conclusions herein presented. We are quite convinced that any alert psychologist skilled in psychonomic analysis can confirm our findings in his own practice, if indeed he has not already done so. All that is required is that the analysis be continued to a sufficient extent undirected by suggestion and that the analyst shall study his findings with a normal degree of analytical discrimination. Unless he is himself in need of readjustment, he should experience no particular difficulty in recognizing those repressed but potent idealistic drives to which we have but sought to direct attention and the concept of which we have tried to make more specific in the present papers by terming them "Promethean constellations." Summary Discussion with members of the Association of Consulting Psychologists following the reading of the preceding paper indicated considerable independent confirmation of its main conclusions but also suggested the need of further analytical discrimination of the terminology.
The adjective Promethean as employed in these papers is derived from the legend of Hesiod and does not draw upon recent psycho-analytical studies of mythology or of psychological types. In the present connection, the word "constellation" is distinctly preferable to "complex" which has a psycho-analytical connotation of pathology.
Promethean constellation is used as a generic term for apparently innate drives in the direction of an ideal above the level of the social group of the individual and consequently repressed by social taboo. As such, it is to be distinguished alike from the "super-ego" of Freud and the "ego-ideal" of Alexander.
Although implicit in the psychonomic orientation of Witmer, such drives have hitherto been overlooked by the psycho-analysts and by the '' individual psychologists.'' At least four factors have probably contributed to this oversight: (1) inadequate psychological training and experience; (2) the influence of preconceived ideas; (3) study restricted to selected groups; (4) 
